
 

 

Purpose of Land Acknowledgement Statement  
A land acknowledgment is a formal statement that recognizes and respects the original 
inhabitants of the land. It makes visible the Indigenous communities who experienced death, 
dispossession, displacement, and trauma. Land Acknowledgement Statements foster greater 
understanding of land rights and the truth about our history. This Statement serves to raise 
awareness and celebrate the historic and sustained presence of Native peoples who protected 
and cared for the land that we benefit from today. It also provides a pathway to strengthen 
meaningful, sustainable, and reciprocal relationships with Indigenous communities. The SIUS 
Statement can be made at the beginning of lectures, ceremonies, and public gatherings.  
 

SIUS Land Acknowledgement Statement  
The Southern Illinois University System respectfully acknowledges the Indigenous peoples and 

lands on which our colleges reside. We exist on and serve regions that includes the traditional 

homelands and territories of The Illinois Confederacy, including the Cahokia, Kaskaskia, 

Michigamea, Peoria, and Tamaroa; and the Kiikaapoi (Treaty of Edwardsville, 1819), Myaamia, 

Aakiiwaki (Sauk), Meskwaki (Fox), Ho-Chunk (Winnebago), Kaw, Missouria, Quapaw, Ponca, 

Omaha, Osage, Onödowáʼga (Seneca), o-ga-xpa ma-zhoⁿ, Očhéthi Šakówiŋ, and others.  We are 

honored and grateful to reside on Native land. We are committed in word and deed to 

enhancing relationships, equity, and the rights of Indigenous communities. We are resolved to 

strengthen their sovereignty and self- determination to protect and preserve their language, 

culture, spiritual traditions, and relationships with land and people. The following initiatives are 

new and existing strategies to support Indigenous peoples and advance research and knowledge 

about Indigenous cultures and histories: 

o Preservation and Care for Native American Cultural Items and Sacred Objects 
o Native American Heritage Month Programs and Events  
o Native American Studies Programs at SIUE and SIUC  
o Additional investment in the Indigenous Knowledge and Sustainability 

Conference and other educational programming 
o The development of more intentional pathways for Indigenous students' 

enrollment at SIU  
o The establishment of an endowed scholarship  

 
Pronunciations: 

• Cahokia 
o How to pronounce Cahokia | HowToPronounce.com 

• Ho-Chunk (Winnebago), 
o How to pronounce Hochunk | HowToPronounce.com 

• Kaskaskia (Kahs-KAHS-kee-ah) 
o How to pronounce Kaskaskia | HowToPronounce.com 

• Kaw 
o How to pronounce kaw | HowToPronounce.com 

https://www.siue.edu/academics/undergraduate/degrees-and-programs/minors/native-american-studies.shtml
https://cola.siu.edu/academics/undergraduate/native-american-studies/index.html
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.siue.edu%2Fnews%2F2021%2F09%2FIndigenousKnowledgeSustainabilityVirtualConferencetoAdvanceResearchandEducation%2COct.6-10.shtml&data=04%7C01%7Csheila.caldwell%40siu.edu%7Cc53b5d0f04074187229b08d9a9da02cc%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C637727576087762902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=d1UAS8eVwIroGVHncEc%2FcJMB4wj69Jf024x3v2%2F%2BKNY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.siue.edu%2Fnews%2F2021%2F09%2FIndigenousKnowledgeSustainabilityVirtualConferencetoAdvanceResearchandEducation%2COct.6-10.shtml&data=04%7C01%7Csheila.caldwell%40siu.edu%7Cc53b5d0f04074187229b08d9a9da02cc%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C637727576087762902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=d1UAS8eVwIroGVHncEc%2FcJMB4wj69Jf024x3v2%2F%2BKNY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howtopronounce.com/cahokia
https://www.howtopronounce.com/hochunk
https://www.howtopronounce.com/kaskaskia
https://www.howtopronounce.com/kaw


 

 

• Kiikaapoi (Kickapoo)   
o How to pronounce Kiikaapoi | HowToPronounce.com 

• Myaamia 
o How to pronounce myaamia | HowToPronounce.com 

• Meskwaki (Fox) 
o How to pronounce Meskwaki | HowToPronounce.com 

• Michigamea 

o How to pronounce MichiGamea | HowToPronounce.com 

• Missouria 
o How to pronounce Missouria | HowToPronounce.com 

• Očhéthi Šakówiŋ, 
o How to pronounce Očhéthi Šakówiŋ | HowToPronounce.com 

• Omaha  
o How to pronounce Omaha | HowToPronounce.com 

• Osage, Onödowáʼga (Seneca), 
o How to pronounce osage | HowToPronounce.com 

• Peoria 

o How to pronounce Peoria | HowToPronounce.com 

• Ponca 
o How to pronounce Ponca | HowToPronounce.com 

• Quapaw 
o How to pronounce Quapaw | HowToPronounce.com 

• Aakiiwaki (Sauk) 
o How to pronounce Sauk | HowToPronounce.com 

• Tamaroa 
o How to pronounce Tamaroa | HowToPronounce.com 

Resources to learn more: 
AILA - American Indian Library Association (ailanet.org) 
All My Relations Podcast on Apple Podcasts 
American Indians in Children's Literature (AICL) (americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com) 
Anthropology | Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History (si.edu) 
Indigenous and Tribal Sovereignty - Climate Justice Alliance 
mediaINDIGENA – Interactive Indigenous Insight 
Native American Heritage Month (SIUE) 
National Museum of the American Indian 
Native Peoples of North America (mountainscholar.org)  
The Henceforward 
The impact of COVID-19 on Native American communities – Harvard Gazette 
SIUC celebrates Native American Heritage Month 
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https://kickapootexas.org/
https://www.howtopronounce.com/kiikaapoi
https://www.howtopronounce.com/myaamia
https://www.howtopronounce.com/meskwaki
https://www.howtopronounce.com/michigamea
https://www.howtopronounce.com/missouria
https://www.howtopronounce.com/o%C4%8Dh%C3%A9thi-%C5%A1ak%C3%B3wi%C5%8B
https://www.howtopronounce.com/omaha
https://www.howtopronounce.com/osage
https://www.howtopronounce.com/peoria
https://www.howtopronounce.com/ponca
https://www.howtopronounce.com/quapaw
https://www.howtopronounce.com/sauk
https://www.howtopronounce.com/tamaroa
https://ailanet.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/all-my-relations-podcast/id1454424563?mt=2
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/2007/01/some-thoughts-on-teaching-about-native.html
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/anthropology
https://climatejusticealliance.org/indigenous-sovereignty/#:~:text=Indigenous%20and%20Tribal%20Sovereignty%20Indigenous%20peoples%20have%20suffered,constructive%20arrangements%20entered%20into%20with%20the%20United%20
https://mediaindigena.com/
https://www.siue.edu/csdi/events/NativeAmerican.pdf
https://americanindian.si.edu/
https://mountainscholar.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11785/153/OTL_BookId-199_NatPeoNA_Sept_2019.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
http://www.thehenceforward.com/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/05/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-native-american-communities/
https://news.siu.edu/2009/10/102609cjm9284.php

